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1. Year Objective

1.1 Release more time and space for teachers and students to raise the teaching and learning effectiveness

Tsang Pik Shan Secondary School

2019-2020 Year-end Report

English Department

1.2 Develop students’ language abilities and habit of independent learning

1.3 Maximize opportunities for pleasurable and meaningful language learning outside classroom

2. Evaluation

2.1 Release more time and space for teachers and students to raise the teaching and learning effectiveness

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

® Professional development

Staff development sessions to
be carried out in panel
meetings. Useful topics
include catering for learner
differences, collaborative
learning e-learning, etc.

As required by school, each

teacher needs to participate in

at least one teacher training
course related to English
learning and teaching
organized by EDB or any
teacher training institutes.

Panel head and two teachers shared
some educational apps and their
online teaching techniques in two

department meetings. Concrete

examples were shown to colleagues.

Due to class suspension, only five
teachers attended the workshops
organized by HKEAA and EDB.
Three S.6 teachers had a series of
meetings with the EDB on-site
support officer to develop

The quality of the teachers’
sharing

Lesson observation by the
vice principal

The quality of students’

writing scripts
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

Sharing will be done in panel
meetings.

1. Collaboration among subject

teachers of the same form
will be strengthened through
regular form meetings,
sharing and collaborative
lesson preparation (S.5) in
the hope of enhancing the
effectiveness of learning and
teaching as well as allowing
teachers to learn from one

another.

school-based teaching materials on

‘Workplace Communication’.

S.5 teachers had a series of lesson
preparation sessions with the guidance
of the EDB language support officer.
A set of school-based teaching
materials about ‘Workplace
Communication’ has been developed
and tried out with students. All S.5
teachers’ lessons have been observed
by the vice principal and the EDB

officer.

® Refine curriculum

S.1-2 teaching materials that
have been modified will
continue to be used and
further polished.

With the support from EDB,
S5 will create teaching
materials for the elective
‘Workplace Communication’.
F3 will continue to have
curriculum tailoring.

S.1-2 coordinators have improved the
format of the school-based
worksheets.

Around half of the S.5 students can
submit writing scripts that are
awarded at least 9 marks, which is the
passing mark in the public exam. The

remaining half can apply some of the

Students’ results and

teachers’ observation
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

target vocabulary but failed to get a
pass due to the insufficient
elaboration.

S.3 coordinator has mapped the TSA
past papers with S.3 scheme of work
based on different themes so that
students can recycle the vocabulary

more effectively.

® After-school tutorial

S.1-6 English tutorial classes
will be provided. Form
coordinators come up with
the needs of the course
participants and ask the tutors
to take a closer look at those
needs.

The attendance of after-school tutorial
is more than 80% and students
showed positive response in the
questionnaires.

S.1-5 tutorial classes were canceled
due to class suspension.

It is worth noticing that S.6 tutor
continued to conduct Zoom lessons
with students during the DSE study
break to maintain their exam-taking

condition.

Students’ attendance and

questionnaires
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2.2 Develop students’ language abilities and habit of independent learning

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

® English Learning Passport  |®  English Learning Passportis |®  English Learning Passport was ® Teachers’ observation
created to encourage students created but it was highly underused
to learn English in their due to class suspension in both terms.
leisure time. Different areas
of English learning which are
not covered in lessons (e.g.
riddles, UK vs US English)
are included in the passport.
Students can earn signatures
in exchange for gifts by
finishing the tasks in the
passport.
® Newspaper subscription ® English newspaper willbe |®  Students are able to complete the ® The quality of news
subscribed so that students amount of news reflection required by reflection
will have the opportunity to the department in the first term.
read English outside ® Online newspaper accounts were
classroom. given to students for their own
reading during class suspension.
®  Phonics skills building ® Phonics skills to be taught by (®  60% of students passed the phonics |®  Oral exams and lesson

the NET in S.1-2 aiming at

getting students familiar with

section in oral examinations.

Almost all students were willing to

observations
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

the basic phonemes and
enabling them to decode new

words by sounding them out.

read aloud with NET and try to
pronounce unfamiliar vocabulary

based on their phonics skills.

2.3 Maximize opportunities for pleasurable and meaningful language learning outside classroom

Focus(es) Strategies / Implementation Effectiveness Modes of assessment

AR book reports ®  With the support of Mr Chor, |®  Because of the sudden class Teachers’ observation
students and English teachers suspension in the first time, there was Students’ questionnaires
will be taught how to do no time to teach and complete AR
book reports in a more book reports.
interesting electronic manner.

English Speech Festival ® Students are encouraged and |® 25 students signed up for the Practice attendance records
nominated to join the competition but most competitions Certificates
competition. were cancelled due to the social

chaos.

Joint-school oral practice ® A joint-school oral practice |® It was cancelled due to the social Teachers’ observation
between our school and a chaos.
band 1 school will be held.

English Drama Club ® An English Drama Clubis |® It was cancelled due to the social Teachers’ observation

held to let students learn

English in a more authentic

chaos.

Students’ questionnaires

Comments from judges
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

context. The team will join
the Inter-school English
Drama Festival.

Thrilling Thursday Attack Thrilling.Thursday Attack ® There was no time and space to hold |@®  Teachers’ observation
and English Week ireliidEnghSh Week will be these two events due to class ® Students’ questionnaires
All t.eachers and students will suspension and social distancing

be involved in different measures.
activities in the hope of
creating an environment for
students to use English.
English One English learning video |®  Scripts have been written by the NET (®  Two video productions

video productions

clip to be produced in each
term to provide students with
opportunities of using the
language outside the

classroom.

but there has been a lack of time to

conduct training with students and

discuss the shooting details.
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3. Effectiveness of addressing the school concerns
» Release more time and space for teachers and students to raise teaching and learning effectiveness:
® NET taking up all the phonics classes reduces the lesson preparation load of other English teachers.
® EDB officer co-planned the lessons about the ‘Workplace Communication’ elective with S.5 teachers, which improved the quality

of the lesson preparation and enhanced our teaching effectiveness.

»  Creating a healthy and vital campus:
® EPC shared a book about fitness and some techniques of keeping fit in the morning assembly. It cleared students’ misunderstanding
about nutrition and weight training.
® A sport-related mini movie was set to be produced in the second term. However, it has to be postponed to the next academic year
due to the pandemic.

4. Areas for improvements

» When editing the worksheets, coordinators should proofread more carefully before photocopying worksheets for the whole form.

» In phonics lessons, not all vocabulary items are inter-related. The NET should put the words into a story so that students can remember
the meaning of the vocabulary more easily.

» More efforts must be made to help students be aware of the English learning opportunities in their surroundings, for example, learning
how to read the bilingual signs and posters in their daily lives.

» To cope with the potential class suspension in the future, tutors who have a good command of IT can be recruited so that it is possible
for them to conduct online tutorial lessons during the long break.

» Since English Learning Passport is underused this year, it is necessary to promote it again in the morning assembling at the beginning of
the new school term.

» Standardized S.2-3 short writing tasks will be further developed. Useful sentences patterns must be presented clearly in tables together
with sufficient practice.
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5. Difficulties and limitations

>

>

>

This is our first year to conduct online lessons with students. Not all teachers can master the techniques very well. It is also difficult to
monitor students’ concentration when they do not turn on their webcams. More good practices should be shared in panel meetings.

Immigrant students find it difficult to follow 100% English teaching instructions in their first year. Their accents also prevent them from
saying some English words correctly.

Students who are not willing to learn English outside classroom show very little improvement in their results.

6. Overall evaluation

>

>

A\

After the completion of the systematic materials on ‘Workplace Communication’, ‘Popular Culture’ teaching materials will be developed
for S.6 students next year under the guidance of the vice principal.

Peer observation culture has been created and it will continue to be encouraged.

To maximize the use of the resources in the English corner, an induction of the English corner will be given to S.1 students in which the
resources including books, board games, DVD, etc. are introduced.
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