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1. Year Objective

Tsang Pik Shan Secondary School

2020-2021 Year-end Report

English Department

1.1 Enhance the effectiveness of teaching and learning
1.2 Develop students’ language abilities and habit of independent learning
1.3 Maximize opportunities for pleasurable and meaningful language learning outside the classroom

2. Evaluation

2.1.1 Release more time and space for teachers and students to raise the teaching and learning effectiveness

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

® Professional development

1.

Professional sharing will be
conducted in panel meetings
focusing on catering for
learner differences,
collaborative learning,

e-learning and so on.

EPC and Alice will join the
‘Learning Community’
organised by EDB to learn

how integrated skills in

>

Venus shared with colleagues how to
use Flipgrid in language classrooms.
EPC and Alice brought some useful
notes about teaching listening back to
school and shared the marking
requirements in public exams so that
teachers can execute more reliable and

consistent marking in tests and exams.

>

>

The quality of the teachers’
sharing

Teachers’ observation and
sharing in the department

meeting
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

listening papers can be

taught more effectively.

® Refining the curriculum

Under the guidance of the
vice principal, S.6 teachers
will develop school-based
materials of the DSE elective
‘Popular Culture’.

S.2-3 coordinators will
design heavily guided and
controlled short writing tasks
based on the current
curriculum.

Alison will design a
school-based curriculum for
S.5 weaker students with a
focus on high-frequency
vocabulary and daily
conversation.

>

A series of ‘Popular Culture’ teaching
materials have been developed.
Lesson observation was conducted by
the vice principal and EPC. The
materials are interesting and can cater
for our learners’ needs.

Short writing worksheets have been
developed. In general, students can
learn the sentence patterns through
tabulation and try to write their own
sentences without making many
mistakes.

Due to prolonged class suspension
and the high absence rate of 5C, the
school-based curriculum remains
incomplete and more comprehensive
modifications need to be made next

year.

»  Students’ homework results
and teachers’ observation

20




Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

®  After-school tutorial

S.4-6 English tutorial classes
will be conducted on Zoom.

>

The attendance of after-school
tutorials is more than 80% and
students showed a positive response in
class.

It is worth noticing that two S.6 tutors
continued to conduct Zoom lessons
with students during the DSE study
leave to maintain their exam-taking
condition. All students in these two

classes achieved at least a pass in
DSE.

>  Students’ attendance and

questionnaires

2.2 Establish a positive and healthy campus

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

® Enriching knowledge in food

nutrition

English teachers will teach
students the writing
techniques of a recipe and
vocabulary about food
nutrition. Technology and

Living teacher will then

Eric displayed the high-quality works
of students in the department meeting.
The only thing that needs to be
improved is that English teachers need
to help with the homework collection
so that Ms Chu can fully focus on

® Teachers’ observation
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

require students to write an
English recipe for a person

who aims to lose weight.

teaching and assessing students’

learning outcomes.

® Producing a motivational

The script will focus on the

Due to Covid-19, sports movies were

® Teachers’ observation

mini-movie perseverance of a school difficult to be made. Instead, Michael,
team member and the final Eric and Alice produced a video about
product will be played at anti-virus measures, which caught
school hall. many students’ attention.
2.3 Develop students’ language abilities and habit of independent learning

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

® English Learning Passport

English Learning Passport is
used to encourage students to
learn English in their leisure
time. Different areas of
English learning which are
not covered in lessons (e.g.
riddles, UK vs US English)
are included in the passport.

Students can earn signatures

Not successful. Less than 50% of the
students have redeemed gifts with
teachers’ signatures. The requirement
will be lowered next year and Alice

come up with some attractive prizes.

®  Gift redemption form
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

in exchange for gifts by
finishing the tasks in the
passport.

® [carning high-frequency
DSE vocabulary

NET has done a research on
the DSE Paper 1 past papers
and list the high-frequency
words. These will be inserted
into the department Quizlet
account so students can

self-study the vocabulary.

4A students could acquire around 2/3
high-frequency words while 4B and
4C only acquired less than 1/2. More
frequent dictation needs to be done so
as to imprint all these useful words in

students’ minds

® Worksheet

®  Phonics skills building

Phonics skills to be taught by
the NET in S.1-2 aiming at
getting students familiar with
the basic phonemes and
enabling them to decode new

words by sounding them out.

Students were willing to pronounce
unfamiliar words in class and not
afraid of saying the difficult words in

the oral exams.

® Oral exams and lesson

observation
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2.4 Maximize opportunities for pleasurable and meaningful language learning outside classroom

Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

® AR book reports

With the support of Mr Chor,
students and English teachers
will be taught how to do
book reports in a more

interesting electronic manner.

Partly successful. 1A students showed
very positive response towards this
type of assignment but other classes
found it challenging for their students
to complete the readers given the time
limit. More manageable readers will
be chosen by teachers of weak classes

next year.

® Teachers’ observation

® Students’ questionnaires

® English Speech Festival

Students are encouraged and
nominated to join the

competition.

Highly successful. More than 15
students obtained certificates of merits
and a few of them could even be

ranked top three.

® Certificates
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

Site visits for workplace

communication

Students will be taken to
different worksites to
interview the people in the
industry and try some

hands-on activities.

® (Cancelled due to the pandemic.

® Teachers’ observation

® Students’ questionnaires

Thrilling Thursday Attack
and English Week

Students will be taken to
different worksites to
interview the people in the
industry and try some

hands-on activities.

English Week will be held.

All teachers and students will

be involved in different
activities in the hope of
creating an environment for

students to use English.

® Cancelled due to the prolonged class
suspension but Michael opened the
English Room and played board
games with several motivated students

after school.

® Teachers’ observation

® Students’ questionnaires
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Focus(es)

Strategies / Implementation

Effectiveness

Modes of assessment

English

video productions

One English learning video
clip will be produced in each
term to provide students with
opportunities of using the
language outside the

classroom.

Michael, Eric and Alice produced a
video about anti-virus measures,
which caught many students’
attention.

During the prolonged class suspension
in the second term, it was difficult to
get students involved in making
videos. Instead, EPC made a
motivational video about his English
learning experience by himself. It was
played in the class teacher period on
Zoom.

® Two video productions
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3. Areas for improvements

>
>

>

When selecting readers or Razkids e-books, students should be more sensitive to the needs of the weak classes.

In phonics lessons, some students may find it to understand Michael’s teaching immediately. Short teaching video clips can be uploaded
for students to revisit the knowledge at home.

To help students with filing of worksheets, some school-based teaching materials can be compiled so that students can do revision more
effectively.

Since English Learning Passport is underused this year, English teachers can promote it during class teacher periods.

4. Difficulties and limitations

>

>
>

Since there is no TA in the department, all teachers need to shoulder the workload of editing teaching materials. Some typos are
inevitably overlooked so the materials must be revised and proofread every year to ensure a higher standard.

Some mainland students keep staying in the mainland, which prevents them from paying full attention in class.

It is very likely for the school to run the half-day schedule next academic year, which means a significant reduction in lesson time.
Teachers need to find ways to increase students’ exposure to English so that their L2 acquisition will not suffer seriously.

5. Overall evaluation

>
>

New teachers are very hardworking and creative. They bring in many new teaching ideas to the department.
More systematic short writing tasks have been developed. It is hoped that students can master basic sentence writing skills starting from
S.1.

The cross-curricular activities are very meaningful in a sense that students can really apply the knowledge of other subjects in their

English assignments. They are worth being regularized every year.
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